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Young Writers and Composers Course 2010
Application Form

Deadline Friday 26th February 2010
Monday 29th March – Saturday 3rd  April 2010
Casterton Residential Centre, Casterton School, Kirkby Lonsdale, Cumbria
Youth Music Theatre UK’s Young Writers and Composers course (for 16 - 21 year olds) aims to identify and develop potential new musical-theatre writing talent. The project is aimed at a broad range of young writers and composers - from those who are already writing musical theatre to those who might like to experiment with the art form. The project will foster new talent and encourage new writing and hopes to provide concrete outcomes for some of the participants in the form of involvement with YMT productions, and the possible commissioning of new work for the company.

The deadline for applications is Friday 26th February 2010. The course will start four weeks later on Easter Monday. To make an application, download the form at the bottom of this page. Successful applicant will be notified by Monday 1st March.

The Young Writers and Composers course is led by writer/director Nick Stimson and composer/lyricist Conor Mitchell. See below for further details of their credits.

Applying to take part

Youth Music Theatre UK welcomes applications from any young person who is interested in becoming a book writer, lyric writer, playwright, composer or any combination thereof. Our definition of music theatre is very wide and can include opera, chamber opera, music theatre, Broadway-style musical theatre and plays/physical theatre with significant musical elements. Our own work includes young people creating, developing and devising work themselves, as well as performing in new commissions supported by professional directors, choreographers and musical directors.

There will be a course fee of £425 to cover the cost of full board, lodging and tuition. This fee has been subsidised by grants from EMI group. In addition, YMT provides a handbook for all students on how to raise funds for their course fees from school, college, trusts and foundations. It also runs a Hardship Fund for those who may need it. Remember, your first port of call should be your teacher if you are still at school. If you need advice on fundraising please call the office and ask to speak to our Development Department. 

Course Leaders

Nick Stimson is a freelance playwright, theatre director and poet. He is particularly interested in writing and directing new musical theatre and he is Associate Director of The Theatre Royal, Plymouth. In the past he has worked as a drama teacher, was a Centre Director for The Arvon Foundation and was also the first Director of the Young People’s Theatre and Education Unit at The Young Vic, London.  More recently he was the Artistic Director of The National Student Drama Festival.  

Nick has also been writer/ director in residence in several schools, H.M. Prison Dartmoor and Portland Young Offenders Institution. He has directed, lectured and led workshops in schools, colleges, universities, festivals and theatres throughout the UK and abroad.  He has also written and directed for television and radio and has written three musicals presented by YMT – Frankenstein, Peter Pan and A Winter’s Tale.

Awards and prizes include two major Barclays Awards, The Vivian Ellis Prize and the Medal of Culture of the Polish Congress.  He has also written and reviewed for many publications including The Sunday Times, The TES and Resurgence. He is also a Fellow of the University of Exeter. Current projects include writing and directing Who Ate All The Pies, a new musical about football for the Theatre Royal, Plymouth; writing an operatic adaptation of The Tempest for the Northcott Theatre, Exeter; and writing a new adaptation of Peter Pan for YMT. 

Conor Mitchell is originally from Northern Ireland, and trained with the composers David Blake, Nicola Lefanu and Tomas Szemechu. His music for theatre and the concert hall is regularly performed across the UK and Ireland. His first full length piece for the musical theatre was Have A Nice Life in 2003 which later won the prize for Best Musical at the New York Festival of Musical Theatre 2007. Other credits as book/lyrics and score since then have included Mathilde (LAMDA), Todd (kabosh productions), Letters To An Absent Other (Greenwich theatre, London) and the critically acclaimed Merry Christmas Betty Ford (Lyric Theatre, Belfast). 

Conor has acted as music advisor to Youth Music Theatre UK, writing and/or composing Goblin Market (Edinburgh Festival Fringe), The Time of Our Freedom (Belfast Waterfront Hall) and Missing Mel (Edinburgh Festival Fringe and the Cochrane Theatre, London). He has been guest pianist for the Royal Ballet, conductor for the Welsh National Opera on tour, guest lecturer and composer for Queen’s University Belfast, has taught at the FEST in Naples as well as LAMDA and is the only British/Irish composer/writer to have been performed at the University of Art, Berlin. 

More recently Greenwich Theatre, London presented a retrospective of his work entitled Other Woman as part of their musical theatre celebrations. In 2004 he was made the first and only life fellow of the Arts Foundation for his work in musical theatre composition. 

Selection Process

In the event that the project is oversubscribed, the tutors will make a selection based on the application form and on ensuring a balnce of writers and composers. Sixteen young people will be selected to take part in the course which will start on the afternoon of Monday 29th March and be completed on Saturday 3rd April (Easter Saturday) at lunchtime. 

It is anticipated that eight participants will be young writers and eight will be young composers. Accommodation will be in a mixture of single and twin rooms. Full disability access and accommodation is available, with accommodation for a carer if required. In addition to the two tutors, YMT will also provide a full time member of pastoral staff to attend to any problems which occur during the week. Participants aged under 18 will be required to provide the signature of a parent, carer or guardian. 

Young Writers and Composers Application Form

If you wish to apply, please fill out the application form below along with any of the enclosures listed on the following page. 
	Name:


	
	D.O.B:


	Address:

	

	
	Postcode:


	Home Tel:

Mobile:
	
	Email:


Please note you must be sixteen years old by the time the course starts on Monday 29th  March 2010 and no older than 21.
Educational Background
Please list your school/s, colleges and any exams you have taken or any special activities in which you have taken part:

	Dates
	School/College
	Any special course
	Qualification

	
	
	
	


Please State below, why you would like to be considered for this workshop

(one page only please!)
	Personal Statement:

	


How did you hear about the YMT Young Writers and Composers Workshop?   Circle or highlight all that apply
	Picked up a leaflet *                     Facebook                                   Local Newspaper *

Received leaflet from YMT          Advert in The Stage                   Local radio/TV *

Email from YMT                           A Friend told me about YMT       Search Engine *

YMT Website                               Teacher told me about YMT         Other *



	* Give details wherever possible




To support your application please enclose one or more of the following;

· A synopsis or storyline. This could be of a piece of musical theatre or an opera or a play which could be turned into a musical or just a set of ideas. It should be no more than 2 sides of A4 paper.

· An example of your writing. It should be no more than 4 sides of A4 paper. It could be 

· a piece of dialogue or text from a script you have written 

· or the lyrics to some songs 

· or a piece of poetry

· or a story 

· Examples of music you have written on a CD or a DVD. Please make sure this is no more than 15 minutes long. Or you can email tracks with the application form.
If you are unsure please call the office and talk it through with a member of staff. If you are a writer you do NOT have to provide and music – and vice versa. But you may submit both if you wish. Please do not send originals as we are unable to return application materials.

Then complete this application form and email it with your attachments to:

mail@ymtuk.org
If you are sending a CD or DVD please send it separately to 

Young Writers and Composers Course

Youth Music Theatre UK

40 Parkgate Road

London SW11 4JH

Please make sure that your name is clearly printed on CDs and DVDs and that you mark it for the attention of the Young Writers and Composers Course. 
If you have any queries please call the office on 0844 415 4858 or email us at mail@ymtuk.org 
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